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FUNGI & their purpose in the environment
talk by Geoff Lay at the March Meeting
Wednesday 26" March, 7.30 for 8.00 pm at the Willows**

Geoff’s talk will cover the various families of fungi and their
purpose in the environment. Without fungus we would all be
covered in tonnes of (undecayed) fallen timber. His talk will be
illustrated with many slides of this weird and wonderful kingdom.

In over 40 years of bushwalking; Geoff has always been
fascinated by the colourful fungi and flowers in the bush. He is a
member of Maroondah APS (20+ years), member of Field
Naturalists Club of Victoria fungi group and a volunteer at the
Melbourne Herbarium for Fungimap which maps where and
when selected fungi are found.

CORREAS - Why are they popular?
talk by Barb & David Pye at the April meeting
Wednesday 23" April - 7.30 for 8.00 pm at the Willows**

Correas are generally easily grown plants which are noted for
their attractive pendant bell flowers which also appeal to birds.
Using photos and specimens, the talk will describe the variety of
plants available.

OUR ANNUAL PLANT SALE Saturday 17" May, 9am — 1pm

Our annual fundraiser at Darley Market. Volunteers required to help man the Group’s stall.
Please advise Cathy (5369 4302).

** Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month - at Dunvegan at the Willows
Historical park in Melton (Melway 115/C10 or 337/C9)

DOORS OPEN AT 7.30PM, PROGRAM COMMENCES AT 8PM



COMING EVENTS

Sat-Sun 19-20 April
Sunday 4™ May

Geelong Plant Sale

Yarra Yarra Group's plant sale cnr Brougham Street and Main Road, Eltham,

(Melway 21:J7) Contact: Elaine Cochrane 9435 7786

Saturday 17thMay
Wed 28" May
Wed 25" June

Our Annual Plant Sale — in conjunction with Darley Market
Grasses & Cemetery flora - talk by Ern Perkins
Down on Kangaroo Island: some of the Best recollections

talk by Russell Best & Doug Down
NO JULY MEETING —in recess

Wed 27" August
Sunday 13" Sept

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Garden Crawl — Keilor Plains APS group (proposed — to be confirmed)

Sat-Sun 4-5 October FJC Rogers Seminar Eremophilas

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members:
Graham & Jenny Hooper of Bacchus Marsh

Max Thompson & Sue Ryan of Bacchus Marsh

Proposed Garden Crawl - APS Keilor Plains
District Group

A similar excursion to our Garden Crawl event
has been suggested by the Keilor Plains group.
They have designated the 13th of September,
2008 from 9 - 4 (approx). This excursion would
be to some of their members' gardens or
similar venues. We could car pool if necessary
or ultimately hire the shire bus if we get the
numbers and book early enough. If you would
be interested in this event, please advise
Cathy Powers prior to or at our March
meeting.

JANUARY MEETING - report from Cathy

Ouir first meeting for 2008 was hosted by Tony
& Robin Wilson in Bacchus Marsh. If you have
hosted a meeting previously, you will know that
there is a mad scramble in the weeks prior to
ensure that all is looking great.

Obviously that is what Tony & Robin did
because their garden was excellent and
everyone had a wonderful time either looking at
particular plants or just enjoying the ambience
of their outdoor area.

There was a plant table, despite the array of
selection in the ground around us, and some of
the plants were as follows:

Melaleuca nesophila — tall bushy shrub to 4m X
4m. Flowers in deep mauve terminal heads.
Hardy in most soils and aspects, frost tolerant
(which is why Tony had such a magnificent
specimen in his garden)

Hakea erinacea — in the trifurcata group. Low
prickly bush with insignificant flowers and is
listed as having little appeal as a cultivated
plant.

Eucalyptus stricklandii — mainly a small tree 6 —
8m high. Bark is powdery on smaller branches
and buds. Up to seven bright yellow flowers in
large thick clusters in the summer months.
Useful ornamental flowering tree in dry areas;
originates in WA area where rainfall is only
250-280mm annually.

The plant of the meeting is Verticordia
monadelpha which was situated outside the
front door and striking in appearance.



Congratulations to Robin for such a beautiful
specimen!

Thank you Tony & Robin - from everyone.

POTTING-UP EVENT - late January

A special thank you goes to Barb & David Pye
for having everything ready when the amateur
potters arrived. All the little Hakea babies were

given a new home in clean pots (can’t say the
same for the washers), new potting mix with
just the right amount of fertilizer and then a
sprinkle of H,0 for good measure.

YOURE DOINE A GOOD JOB PLANTING
THE SEEDs IN A NEAT Row, Hon.,

[ WHICH | IN OUR CASE, tILe )
NO DOUBT BE DEATH Row.
wWeELCoMe To THE GREEN
 AMILE LITTLE SEEDLINGS, ,

four weeks to get acclimatized and then moved
to new homes with several members. They are
growing on and will be ready for sale at our
plant sale in May.

Many members were already eyeing the types
of plants so that their garden could be
enhanced by the presence of a different type of
Hakea.

Australian plants as drug sources - February
meeting report by Barb Pye

Simon Ovenden gave a most interesting talk on
the search for medicinal properties in
Australian plants. Simon is a young industrial
chemist who lives in Bacchus Marsh. He
works for the Department of Defence, which
has a particular interest in plant extracts which
may help in the treatment of malaria which
affects troops in tropical areas. He gave us a
brief history of the use of plant derivatives in
the medical field, including quinine (for
malaria), penicillin and aspirin. Then he
explained to us the techniques used to isolate
the relevant chemicals under study. He pointed
out how long and difficult a task it is to isolate
the chemicals and ultimately to develop
products which may be used for humans. The
talk had a particular emphasis on the ethical
considerations of his research. | know | came
away feeling very uplifted to think that
concerned people like Simon are doing such
important work in this field.

Plant(s) of the month (February) - by Jenny
West

Pelargonium rodneyanum, Goodenia gracilis
and Wahlenbergia stricta ‘Blue Mist’ make a
lovely combination of low growing plants in my
garden and produce a mass of colour over the
summer months.

Pelargonium rodneyanum (Magenta Storksbill)
occurs naturally in Vic, SA and NSW. It grows
in heathland, rocky outcrops, sclerophyll forest
and woodland areas. It prefers well-drained
soils in either full sun or a semi-shaded
position. It is frost hardy and semi-drought
tolerant. In the garden it is a useful spreading
ground cover to about 45 cm high with deep
pink flowers over a long flowering period (Nov
— May). P. rodneyanum can be propagated by
tuber division, soft/semi hardwood cuttings,
clump division or by seed. Wet soil during the
winter months should be avoided to prevent
tubers from rotting.

Goodenia gracilis is an annual or perennial
herb to 50 cm high, from Vic, Qld and NSW. It
is most commonly found in damp places on
heavier soils. It prefers a sunny position
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amongst other plants and its yellow flowers
occur on long racemes with almost leafless
scapes. G. gracilis is frost hardy and excellent
for a poorly drained spot.

Wahlenbergia stricta ‘Blue Mist’ is a lovely
double flowered form of W. stricta. | have used
this plant extensively in my garden because it
is easy to grow and has rich blue coloured
flowers for most of the year. Reaching about
50cm high, it has a clumping, root-suckering
habit and is frost hardy. It strikes readily from
cuttings.

NEW WEBSITE LOOK

Tim and Cathy have redesigned our group’s
website, and it looks great, with plenty of
information foreveryone. Have a look at
www.bulokebulletin.com

THE COMPOST HEAP - short contributions
from members

from Cathy (or was it Ron)

My wife stepped into my workshop the other
day and asked me if | would go do some wood
turning on the lathe. "Of course | will," | replied,
with anticipatory joy at the thought of my wife's
pleasure when | would be finished creating the
item for which she had a need. | questioned,
"What do you need? Maybe a new dibber or
possibly a rolling pin or a vase? | have
Persimmon, Hickory, Mesquite, a little bit of
Walnut and a tad of Oak. What would you

like?" "Oh, | don't care," my wife replied. "l just
need about six bags of shavings for the flower
beds."

Saving a dying orchid - from Ron

Most plants in the end stages of life got there
by over-watering and therefore the roots are
rotting away. After the roots have rotted, the
plant has no way to get nutrients into it and will
slowly wilt, lose leaves and then die.

Your ICU unit can consist of almost any kind of
container which can be covered and partially
sealed to hold in humidity. An old terrarium will
work well. Some people use the plastic
containers available in markets which have
tops. There are trays available in gardening
centers too which can be used for this purpose.
Cut and put a piece of indoor/outdoor carpeting
or carpet padding or other water retentive
material in the bottom of the container. Wet
with water until it is saturated — this will provide
the constant humidity the plants will need.

Unpot the plant and clean off any old media.
Cut off all dead roots and then soak the plant
for five minutes in some kind of antifungal
agent. Replant in a small pot with sphagnum
moss only. Sphagnum has natural antifungal
properties and should keep the root rot from
occurring again.

Once you have plants in the unit, you will only
have to water them about once a week since
the humidity will be high. You will need to place
your hospital in a location that receives diffused
light, but less than the plants usually need. Use
a very weak solution (one-half to one-quarter
strength) fertilizer every other week and make
sure that you spray on the leaves so that
additional nutrition can be absorbed through
the leaf openings. Be sure to allow air to
circulate after misting so that the leaves may
dry before enclosing the plants again.

You should see new root growth in about a
month if the plant is going to survive. Once root
growth is restored, slowly move the plant into
your regular growing area and move back to
normal light sources.

Neem Oil, a Gardener's Best Friend - from
Ron & Cathy

Sometimes it can seem like your garden is a
battleground, and the insects are winning the
war. Neem oil is a safe and effective organic
insecticide that can be used to control a wide



variety of plant pests, both indoors and
outdoors. Neem oil is extracted from seeds of
the Neem tree, which is native to India.

The interesting thing about Neem oil is that it
affects some insects differently than others. It
will cause some insects to simply stop eating
and starve. But in other insects, such as
whiteflies, it disrupts and stops their life cycle.
Neem oil also acts as a fungicide and can be
used to treat powdery mildew, blackspot and
rust. Neem must be ingested by insects to be
effective, so it is relatively harmless to "good"
insects that do not feed on plants. When used
correctly, it will not harm earthworms,
butterflies, bees or other beneficial insects. As
far as | know, Neem can be used on vegetable
crops up until the day of harvest, and it can be
used on flowers, herbs, houseplants, fruit trees
and shrubs. Neem will control aphids, mites,
whiteflies, lace bugs, mealy bugs, spider mites,
scale, thrips, fungus gnats, leafminers and
more. Do a little research on Neem and | think
you'll agree that it's a good product for a
gardener to have on hand. However, | strongly
suggest that you investigate this before trying,
it may not be right for you.

News from the Study Groups. from Graeme
Woods

Paul Kennedy (Hakea S.G.) reports the naming
of a new Hakea found in the Wongan Hills area
of W.A. it has similar foliage to H.ilicifolia (holly
shaped leaves) and has been given the
species name of H.chromatropa - meaning
colour and turning because the flowers change
white to pink with age. Only a couple of plants
have been found.

Neil Marriot ( Grevillea S.G.) tells of a recovery
plan underway for G.infecunda - the Anglesea
Grevillea. G. infecundais a listed plant classed
as vulnerable. There are less than 1600 plants
left in the wild and many of these are
threatened by rec. vehicles and the large Alcoa
mine. G. infecunda sets no viable seed and
root suckering is its only method of vegetative
spread. Cinnamon Fungus is also being
spread throughout the area by trail bikes. The
newsletter also carried a fine tribute to Don
Weybury - a real gentleman who found the
dwarf form of G. polybractea in the Upper
Murray Region. | am lucky to have this plant in
the garden as a reminder of happy times with a
great guy.

Terrick Terrick National Park - by Cathy
Powers

Our Victorian National Parks have some of the
most interesting flora and fauna in Australia.
The one | thought | would highlight this
newsletter is Terrick Terrick National Park.

It is located 223 km North of Melbourne and
can be accessed via the Loddon Valley
Highway through Mitiamo. It is an outstanding
example of remnant native grasslands and
hosts a number of rare and endangered flora &
fauna.

Spring is the best time to visit because it has a
huge display of wildflowers. There are
imposing views from some of the isolated
granite outcrops and the unique vegetation is
probably due to its remoteness.

Victoria’s most significant stand of White
Cypress Pine (Callistris glaucophylla) is found
here as well as Grey Box, Yellow Box, Deane’s
Wattle (Acacia deanii), Prostanthera and more.

Some endangered plants reside in the
grasslands. Annual Buttons (Leptorhynchos



scaber) and Pepper Grass (Panicum
laevinode) are only found at this site within
Victoria. It also contains the largest Victorian
populations of the following threatened

species: Bottle Bluebrush (Maireana
excavata), Fragrant Leek Orchid (Prasophyllum
suaveolens) and Slender Darling-pea
(Swainsona murrayana).

If plants aren’t your thing, there is plenty of bird
life to get your heart pumping. In fact, this park
hosts about 25% of the estimated 500 Victorian
population of Plains Wanderer (now nationally
vulnerable and endangered in Victoria). There
is also Hooded Scaly-foot (a large legless
lizard) to be found in the native grasslands and
Terrick Terrick is the only conservation reserve
in which this lizard is known to occur.

Plan a trip and enjoy. There are many easy
walking paths within the park, a picnic area
with toilets but make sure you take water with
you. Of course, the Mitiamo cemetery is also
good for a temporary visit.

(Ed: Note the Correa glabra flowers — two
different colours on one plant)
New APS-Victoria Website

The state body has a new website which is a
must to see and use. Its address is
www.apsvic.org.au

Study Group Newsletters

The Study Groups established by the Society
produce regular newsletters to document the
work of members and to provide information on
cultivation, propagation and other information
for the particular plants being studied. Some of
those newsletters are now generally available
for download:

e Acacias
http://www.worldwidewattle.com/socgroups/
asg/ (from the World Wide Wattle web site)

o Banksias
http://asgap.org.au/banksSG/index.html

e Garden Design
http://asgap.org.au/design.html

o Grevilleas http://asgap.org.au/grev5.html

Further information on the work of the Study
Groups is available at
http://asgap.org.au/study.html

New book: Australia’s Eremophilas,
changing gardens for a changing climate
The authors, Norma Boschen, Maree Goods &
Russell Wait have been growing eremophilas
for well over 30 years. They have 100 years of
experience between them and have travelled
extensively into many parts of Australia with
the purpose of observing, collecting
eremophilas and finding new species.

This new book will be launched at the 7" FJC
Rogers Seminar on the 4™ October 2008 in
Horsham. It will be between 250 to 280 pages
and in full colour. It will be available from
leading bookstores, nurseries and you can
purchase online at The Native Shop
www.nativegrowth.com.au. More information is
available on the website
http://www.ecovoice.com.au/enews/enews-
49/Boo Eremophilas.php

Australia’s 2
Erémophllas

changing gardens for a changing climate
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